[Improvement of the vomeronasal organ ablation in the rat].
The vomeronasal organ (VNO) in most mammalian species consists of a bilaterally paired tubular structure lying on either side at the base of the nasal septum. Functionally, the VNO receives chemosensory informations and conveys it to its parts of the hypothalamus thought to be important in the regulation of reproductive physiology and behavioral functions. Here the authors report an improvement of the VNO ablation in the rat. With the exception of restraint of a rat, this operation method is fundamentally similar to those reported by Saito and Mennella (1986). The rat was anesthetized and placed supine on a home-made operating board with some accessories, and its extremities and head were fixed. It should be emphasized that the restraint of its lower incisor and tongue to keep the mouth open was performed with home-made restraint devices. The above method enabled us to remove the VNO easily. In addition, it could be useful in this field of oral surgery in small animals.